By incorporating colour in its headings, tables, and graphics, the textbook gains visual appeal while retaining clarity of presentation. The tables are well-organized and summative without being repetitive, while figures with imaging studies, illustrations, and algorithms complement the accompanying text. The content is both evidence-based and well-referenced; relevant literature sources are cited from both past and present, and a number of the references are provided in annotated format. In view of the considerable concentration of information presented for each topic, highlighting the key points at the end of most chapters provides an excellent summary of the important main messages.
While it is not possible to appraise each chapter in this review, to provide additional perspective on the content of the textbook, we have chosen several core topics on which to comment further. Chapter 58, ''Acute Lung Injury and Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome'' is a summary of an extensive body of research on acute lung injury (ALI) and acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS). The authors have provided a succinct overview of the epidemiology, pathophysiology, diagnosis, clinical course, management, and prognosis of patients with ALI and ARDS. They have provided a balanced discussion of current controversies and areas of uncertainty as well as mention of ongoing trials. Chapter 74, ''Hemodynamic Monitoring'' is an outline of hemodynamic monitoring and consists of a somewhat superficial overview of monitoring principles and techniques. The brevity of the chapter likely reflects the lack of overwhelming evidence from large clinical trials to confirm that use of different monitoring techniques is associated with improved outcomes in the critically ill. This point is made throughout the chapter and in the summary of key points. For a more in-depth discussion of monitoring techniques, the reader should refer to the references provided and separate texts that are devoted to the topic. In Chapter 114, ''Acute Renal Failure'', there is a summary of acute kidney injury (AKI), which has been a focus of increased research in recent years. The authors provide an informative summary of the epidemiology and current definitions for AKI as well as an evidence-based discussion on the approach to treatment. A sub-section on renal replacement therapy, which addresses different modalities, dose, dialysis membranes, buffers, and medication dosing, is also particularly helpful. Finally, in Chapter 214, ''Conversations with Families of Critically Ill Patients'', the authors highlight the importance of empathic conversations with families of critically ill patients and how effective communication can have a positive effect on a family's satisfaction with their intensive care unit experience. The complexities associated with decision-making in critically ill patients and various models of decisionmaking are reviewed, and perspectives of the surrogate decision-maker are incorporated into the discussion. An evidence-based approach to effective communication is aptly summarized in the text, and accompanying tables and approaches to communication are highlighted with illustrative examples.
With the constant evolution of evidence, no printed textbook can remain absolutely current; however, the Textbook of Critical Care, 6 th Edition, with its broad range of topics covered in a concise yet comprehensive manner, is an excellent resource for both junior and experienced practitioners of intensive care medicine. This edition of this reference text certainly merits inclusion in any contemporary critical care library.
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